Final


Agenda for Language and Social Interaction Business Meeting, 2007
1. Call to order. Agenda approved.

2. Minutes for 2006 NCA LSI Business Meeting Minutes in San Antonio approved.

3. Chair’s Report (Beth Haslett)

(a) Legislative Assembly items

i. There has been a change in fee structure for international students. Students and faculty from UN 2nd and 3rd tier countries are exempt from conference fees, provided they can travel from their country to NCA. This is approved during the period of 2007-2009 and to be revisited in 2009.

ii. NCA has also issued a mandate that scholars who submit papers to the conference must be registered by August 10, with extenuating circumstances considered on a case-by-case basis.

iii. Fee structure changes. The assembly approved an overall increase for membership fees such that Sustaining and Regular membership types are now on par with one another.

iv. NCA has accumulated a 9-month reserves and its next goal is to have a 12-month reserves in case a disaster prevents a conference one year.

v. NCA is currently investigating socially responsible investments. After being questioned by the membership, the committee has been charged to look for models for socially responsible investments. Finance committee will employ financial advisory board to investigate TIAA among others to develop a proposal likely in the next year.

vi. widespread problems regarding AV equipment. LSI leadership spoke with members of the executive board regarding the importance of AV equipment for our committee. One issue is a union one—if members supply equipment outside the conference facility, could be crossing picket lines, potentially violating NCA policy. LSI division has expressed its concern to Rich West and Jason Watkins. LSI is trying to address this problem as a division by introducing an item for the administrative assembly this year, but it may have to wait until next year. 

(b) Cooperation with other divisions


i. Last year (2006) successfully had lots of cooperation with other divisions. LSI has an opportunity to contribute to the work other divisions are doing. Hopefully, this will contribute to our membership and other division’s interest in our scholarship.

4. Outstanding Scholarship Award for Classic Article, which we refer to as the “old chestnut” award. This award is for work older than 5 years old and is awarded in odd-number years. Charlotte Jones was the coordinator for this year’s award. Thanks to Kristine Fitch and Philip Glenn for reviewing. Richard Buttny’s book, “Social accountability in communication” (1993, Sage) received this year’s award.

5. Report from Vice-Chair (Jack Lannaman)

(a) 2007 Convention Program



i) Competitive Papers



Total submissions: 55 papers



Total number accepted: 37 papers



Paper acceptance rate:  67 percent

If we include the Scholar-to-Scholar papers from out division (and I think this is what we are supposed to report) then we should report accepting 41 papers, giving us an acceptance rate of 75 percent.



ii) Panels.



Total submissions: 10 panels.  



Total number accepted: 8 panels



Panel acceptance rate: 80 percent

We were asked to help out the new Communication as Social Construction division by giving them one of our panel slots and then listing the session as “Co-sponsored.”  While Jack had final say over whether a particular panel was appropriate to our division, none of our reviewers participated in the review process of the panel.  Jack agreed to leave a space and, quite late in the game, was forwarded the panel that the Social Construction division had selected. The upshot of this on paper is that we actually accepted 9 panels from a pool of 11 for an acceptance rate of 82 percent, though this is not a fair measure of our actual review process.

Overall, LSI had 19 program slots at the 2007 convention. We scheduled 37 competitive papers across 9 sessions.  We had 8 competitively reviewed panels, an additional panel imported from the Social Construction division, and 4 Scholar-to-Scholar presentations.  We were also listed as co-sponsoring with two other divisions: the environmental communication division and the communication as social construction division.
(b) Presentation of Top Student + Debut Paper Award

This year’s Top Student and Debut Paper award was combined because it was the same person: Emma Betz won Top Student & Debut Paper award and Top 4 overall. 

6.  Report from Vice-Chair Elect (Kathleen Haspel)

(a) 2008 Convention Program


i. 2008 conference theme is “Unconventional”. The dates of the conference run Friday, November 21-Monday, November 24, 2008 in San Diego, CA. Please note that the conference ends on the Monday before Thanksgiving, potentially increasing flight prices.


ii. We should work to collaborate with other divisions. This could have an important increase on our own membership while increasing knowledge of LSI to others divisions.


iii. We have been offered 10% more (2 slots) if we decide to use these for Scholar-to-scholar (formerly “poster”) sessions. If we don’t use them, we lose them. Stephanie Coopman has suggested we propose a panel of scholar-to-scholar sessions, potentially circumventing NCA choosing which papers to include. NCA has promised AV equipment—and possibly internet access—to these sessions. We may consider scheduling the top 4 panel for its regular slot as well as for a scholar-to-scholar session.


iv. We may expand our meeting time by proposing a preconference. This year’s teaching/research of technology was very successful. Another possibility is to plan a seminar, a ½ day on the preconference day, but does not cost to attend. Seminars get decided by Vice-Chair; preconference coordinator from NCA decides preconferences. Also, short courses during the conference may be another way to increase LSI participation. Short course or seminar about “teaching LSI courses” would be appropriate. Please e-mail Kathleen Haspe (haspel@fdu.edu) for suggestions. 


v. Dissertation award was not held this year because only one dissertation was submitted.

7. Officer-prompted discussion items

LSI web page. Looking into NCA-sponsored server for LSI webpage. Basic outline for new webpage content distributed (see attached). Suggestions from membership encouraged.

8. Elections for Vice-Chair Elect

The officers nominated Jeff Robinson and Mardi Kidwell, with no floor nominations. Jeff Robinson elected.

9. Member’s Discussion Items


(a) AV requests and availability for conference

Many members concerned and upset about the lack of available AV for LSI panels. Evelyn Ho noted that because of the push in change in registration, more money would potentially be available and AV should be provided for every room. Leah Wingard asked for an account about how and why decisions are made about assigning panels to rooms—many panels don’t use AV at all. Is there a way to prioritize rooms w/ AV for work that uses technology? In Beth Haslett’s when panelists needed AV, they requested it. There’s not mechanism for LSI planners to “flag” panels with AV according to room scheduling at NCA. NCA likely overwhelmed. Jack Lanamann observed that the online submission criteria were out of date; “other” must be selected for video/LCD/screen requests. Kathleen Haspel suggested that once papers/panels are accepted to contact her to remind about AV requirements. Bob Saunders, offered that for LSI AV is a substantive issue, not one of presentational concerns. Association has to know that LSI is badly serving our division in this respect. Not having AV substantively hampers members’ ability to do its work. Tobias Barske suggested that NCA discontinue paper catalogues, canvas bags, and “bib”-style name badges—these are extravagant and unnecessary luxuries. NCA is better served by effective use of money for scholarly presentations. Phillip Glenn suggested solving the problem locally—panelists organize themselves around AV uses. Many members thanked Jack Lannamann for lugging a collapsible screen (in his ski tote), speakers, and LCD from New Hampshire. 


(b) Leslie Jarmon invited members to participate in an experimental data session in Second Life. E-mail her for more information.

10. Members’ announcements

11. Meeting adjourned

Content to be included in the NCA LSI Website

I. Bylaws (from the old site + amendments)

II. Current/past officers

III. Basic resources for LSI in general:


1. Statement/s describing LSI research


2. Specific areas @ Handbook of LSI w/ basic description and links to the following areas:



Discourse analysis/Conversation analysis



Ethnography of Speaking



Discursive psychology



Language Pragmatics



Critical CDA/CA, etc.


3. Articles published by LSI members

IV. Major LSI journals:


ROLSI, Discourse & Society, Discourse & Communication,

V. News/letter & misc. information


Workshops, Jobs

VI. Conference-related


1. NCA Awards



LSI Outstanding Scholarly Publication authors+titles: ‘old chestnut’, new

LSI Dissertation Award authors+titles


LSI top paper/debut paper awards

This is by no means an exhaustive list, but the beginning of a website architecture and content. Suggestions welcome. Please contact cjkoenig@ucla.edu.

