Minutes of LSI Business Meeting

November 21, 1997

Meeting was called to order by Jenny Mandelbaum
Bill Eadie from the NCA main office made several announcements, among them were: (1) change of editors for QJS, CM, CSMC, SCT; (2) NCA has been accepted into the American Society of Learned Societies; (3) NCA Legislative Council voted to move headquarter to downtown Washington DC from VA.
Prior to acceptance of the 1996 business meeting minutes, Anita Pomerantz offered a friendly amendment to Paragraph 3.
Report from the Chair, Jenny Mandelbaum.  Three topics were covered in Jenny’s report: Legislative Council, Newsletter, and Pre-conference information.  The Legislative Council planned an international conference in Mexico City in the summer.  The LC also voted to approve the approval of a new division; Small Group will now be separate from Interpersonal.  (2) A mid-January newsletter will be sent to members to talk about deadlines, awards, and promotion of ICA deadlines. (3) The ethnography pre-conference was well attended.  The CA pre-conference was cancelled because of a change in dates.
Report from the Vice-Chair, Kristine Fitch.  Kristine reported that 68 papers and 13 panels were submitted.  Of these, 41 papers and 12 panels were programmed for a total of 21 LSI panels.  
Report from the Vice-Chair elect, Kent Drummond.  Kent informed the membership about next year’s conference theme (The Dawning of a New Century: Lessons Learned, New Visions) and encouraged theme-oriented panel submissions.  Kent provided information regarding New York City in an attempt to address membership concerns: crime is down, expenses are similar to other conference cities, and the hotels are only about 13 minutes a part.
Ray Thomason has taken over for Sam Lawrence on the Resolutions Committee.
Elections were held for Vice-Chair elect.  Nominees were Richard Buttny and Christina Beck; Beck was elected.
No nominees were submitted for the LSI Dissertation award so no award was given this year.  It was suggested that the next newsletter encourage people to submit nominations and provide requirements for nominating a dissertation.  
New Business.  (1) Ray Thomason made an announcement for Duff Wrobbel.  Duff is creating an interactive web site for CA that he hopes to include an on-line tutorial, a bibliography, and a textual discussion of CA.  He anticipates it will be up and running by February.  
Kristine reported that LSI is being asked to support a petition for the development of an ethnography division.  The major reason for petitioning for the new division was the belief that those doing various forms of ethnography (particularly auto-ethnography) were not receiving a fair reading within LSI.  Significant time was spent discussing the issue.  A variety of suggestions were made ranging from: the weakening effect this would have on the pursuits of LSI; the need for a diverse set of paper readers within LSI; the possibility of reserving a panel slot for that type of work within LSI; creating a forum for discussion with regard to the petitioners’ concerns (e.g., a pre-conference).

Announcements.  Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz announced ICA’s LSI preconference to be held on the first day of the conference in Israel.  Robert Sanders announced that ROLSI is welcoming submissions and that Karen Tracy will be the new editor.  The transition will begin in the spring.  Joachim Knuff announced that the narrative conference was held 2 weeks ago and there were 65 panels.  The seventh conference will be in Lexington the first weekend in November of next year.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Dan Modaff, Information Coordinator

